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REVIEWS
PHYSICAL SIGNS IN CLINICAL SURGERY. By Hamilton Bailey, F.R.C.S.
Eng. Sixth Edition. Bristol: John Wright & Sons; London: Simpkin
Marshall, Ltd., 1937. pp. 283; figs. 358. Price 21s.
It is a pleasure to welcome a new edition of this work, which, since it was first published in
1927, has been a "best-seller," and is well on the way to becoming a "classic." In our
experience, a student is rarely attached to a surgical unit for more than a few days before the
"Physical Signs" make their appearance!
Seriously, however, this must be considered one of the most useful handbooks ever pro-
duced. A student, however well grounded in the pre-clinical subjects, finds himself on entering
hospital in a completely new world, and a certain amount of time must elapse before his
examination of the living patient becomes more than a source of vexation to both. Tutorial
classes and demonstrations are indispensable, but, before the publication of the first edition
in 1927, teachers must often have wished for a book which would supplement their teaching
and be perpetually available-as even the most enthusiastic tutor cannot!
From the earnest but heavy-handed beginner who does not know how to test for fluctu-
ation, to the senior student (or even the resident) anxious about a possible intestinal obstruc-
tion, or a doubtful osteomyelitis, no one can open this book without getting fresh light on
the methods of physical examination, which, as the author emphasizes, "must always remain
the main channels by which a diagnosis is made."
The illustrations, which are such an important feature of the work, are almost all actual
photographs-some of which are coloured-showing exactly how each physical sign may be
elicited, as, for example, the excellent series of illustrations of the examination of the shoulder-
girdle. In addition, there are many excellent pictures of patients suffering from various
diseases in their most characteristic form. For the most part, common complaints are shown,
but a few coloured illustrations of rarer conditions are included. We must ackniowledge that
our first case of fragilitas ossium was diagnosed on the recollection of a picture in "Physical
Signs"!
The new edition has been slightly altered as to arrangement, and now reads almost con-
secutively from head to foot. New photographs include (among many others) thyroglossal
fistula and tuberculous epididymo-orchitis, both coloured; also saphena varix and gumma of
hard palate-a useful reminder of a condition which is becoming rather rare.
The general layout of the book and the reproduction of the illustrations remain excellnt,
while the clear style and occasional dry humour make it a joy to read. It may safely b)e saidl
that, apart from actual experience, there is no better way for the student to acquire the
elements of his art than through its pages.
DISEASES OF THE HEART. Described for Practitioners and Students by Sir
Thomas Lewis, C.B.E., F.R.S., M.D., D.Sc., LL.D., F.R.C.P. London:
Macmillan & Co. pp. 297. Price 12s. 6d.
"In the making of books there is no end," and it is but rarely that there is a published book
of this quality.
When the first edition of Sir Thomas Lewis's "Disease of the Heart" was published in 1933,
it was quietly accepted as the work of a master; simple, sincere, and stripped of every
unnecessary word. In his preface he said: "A chief reform needed in medical education to-day
is that students should be encouraged to take a more leisurely and intelligent interest in
phenomena, not of the laboratory, with which they will soon lose all connection, but of
everyday practice." One might suggest a second reform: that every student should be required
to read Lewis's "Diseases of the Heart." The book is essentially clinical, pulse and galvano-
metric tracings having been introduced only occasionally and the better to illustrate a bedside
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